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SUBJECT: GDR REACTION TO WESTERN LIVE PROPOSAL ON NAMIBIA 
REF: (A) USUN 1102, (B) USUN 1645 

1 . THE GDR IS OPPOSED TO ELEMENTS OP THE WESTERN LIVE 
PROPOSAL ON NAMIBIA AND, IN EMBASSY VIEW, IS UNLIKELY 
TO MODIFY THIS POSITION IN NEAR FUTURE. ON RECEIPT 
REFTELS EMBASSY IMMEDIATELY ASKED TO MEET WITH OPFICIALS 
AT MPA RESPONSIBLE POR NAMIBIA, BUT WAS UNABLE TO GET 
APPOINTMENT UNTIL APR 28. ON THAT DATE POLOPF MET WITH 
KURT KUTSCHAN, DEPUTY HEAD OP MPA UN DEPARTMENT AND 
WITH MR. PRIEDRICH, AN ASSISTANT, RESPONSIBLE POR UN 
APRICAN ISSUES. POLOPP DELIVERED COPY OP REVISED 
PROPOSAL (REP A) AND MADE POINTS CONTAINED PARA 4 

(REF B). POLOFF STATED THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON BEHALF 
OF FIVE WESTERN POWERS (UK, FRG, PRANCE, CANADA AND THE 
US) AND THAT THESE GOVERNMENTS CONSIDERED THIS PROPOSAL, 

WHICH HAD BEEN DRAWN UP ALTER CONSULTATION WITH THE 
PARTIES PRINCIPALLY INVOLVED,A REASONABLE AND FAIR 
SETTLEMENT OP THE NAMIBIA QUESTION. THESE GOVERNMENTS 
HOPED THAT THE SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD MEET SHORTLY TO 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 02999 29I309Z 

CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL. 

2. KUTSCHAN SAID HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE WESTERN LIVE 
PROPOSAL, AND THAT THE GDR POSITION DIPFERED PROM THAT 
REFLECTED IN THE PROPOSAL ON TWO IMPORTANT POINTS. THE 
GDR INSISTED ON TOTAL WITHDRAWAL OP ALL SOUTH APRICAN 
TROOPS PROM NAMIBIA, ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT WOULD BE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


IMPOSSIBLE TO HOLD FREE AND DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS IF 
SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS REMAIN IN NAMIBIA. THE SECOND 
POINT OF DIFFERENCE WAS THE GDR'S INSISTENCE ON THE 
"TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY" AND "POLITICAL UNITY" OF NAMIBIA, 
PRESUMABLY AN ALLUSION TO WALVIS BAY ISSUE. KUTSCHAN 
REFERRED TO THE SPEECH BY THE GDR PERMREP AT THE UN 
AS A DEFINITIVE STATEMENT OF GDR POLICY ON THE ISSUE. 

HE ASKED POLOFF WHETHER HE KNEW IF SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD 
CONVENE. POLOFF SAID HE HAD NO INFORMATION ON THAT 
POINT. AT CONCLUSION KUTSCHAN EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
FOR OPPORTUNITY TO CONSULT AND PROMISED TO EXAMINE NEW 
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL CAREFULLY BUT DID NOT IN 
ANY WAY SUGGEST THAT THE GDR WOULD ALTER ITS VIEWS. 

3. THE GDR PRESS AND TELEVISION HAVE GIVEN EXTENSIVE 
COVERAGE TO THE UN NAMIBIA DEBATE WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
ON STATEMENTS BY THE SOVIET AND EAST GERMAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. AN EDITORIAL IN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ON APRIL 28 
DESCRIBED THE WESTERN POWERS PROPOSAL AS A MANEUVER 
COORDINATED WITH THE VORSTER REGIME INTENDED TO PREVENT 
THE CURRENT UN SESSION FROM REACHING AGREEMENT AND 
OBTAINING TRUE INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA. THE EDITORIAL 
STATES THAT THE IMPERIALIST STATES WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE 
TO "PLUNDER THE NATURAL RESOURCES" OF NAMIBIA THROUGH 

A "NEO-COLONIALIST" SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. OTHER 

MEDIA TREATMENT OF THE NAMIBIA DEBATE AND OF THE WESTERN 
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FIVE PROPOSAL IS IN THE SAME VEIN. 

4. COMMENT: THE GDR IS COMMITTED TO UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT 
OF THE SWAPO POSITION ON NAMIBIA QUESTIONS AND IS 
UNLIKELY TO TAKE ANY STEP WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO BREAK 
RANKS WITH SWAPO. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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